


Gen. 41:1-40   &  Rom. 12:6-8



• Joseph got to where he was because he knew and understood 
the power of God.

– Notice the 1st thing he tells the cupbearer and the baker 
when they mention their dreams:

• "Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell it to me 
please." (Gen. 40:8) 

– Later, when he stands before Pharaoh to interpret his 
dreams, Joseph says: 

• “It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable 
answer." (Gen. 41:16) 

• Joseph remembers Who elevated him again and again. (Genesis 
41:16, 25, 28, 32, 50-57)



• Paul tells us in Romans 12:6-8, that God granted to us 
gifts or abilities that are to be used in His service.

– Rom 12:6-8  “Since we have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us, each of us is to 
exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to 
the proportion of his faith;  if service, in his serving; 
or he who teaches, in his teaching;  or he who 
exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with 
liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who 
shows mercy, with cheerfulness.” 



• Charisma, basically means “a gift of grace, a favor one 
receives without any merit of his own.” (Thayer)

• These gifts that have been given all differ according to 
the grace given to us.

– Paul in other passages helps us to understand that 
these abilities or gifts help us to meet all of the 
functions that are needed within the body of Christ 
so that it would lack nothing and be complete. (Eph. 
4:11-16; 1 Cor. 12) 



• Now look very briefly at the gifts mentioned in this 
passage.

– The gift of prophecy was given in proportion to 
one’s faith. 

– The gift of service in serving. 

– The gift of being able to teach in teaching. 

– The gift of being able to exhort in exhortation. 

– The gift of being able to give with liberality. 

– The gift to lead with diligence. 

– The gift of showing mercy with cheerfulness. 



• Before we can really be used by God in serving Him we 
must make sure we are available to Him.

– Ability is no good to God without availability. 

• Joseph was available to God over and over again 
in his life. 

• One of the problems we have in the church today is 
that we have too many people with ability but little 
availability



• Real servants don’t let their lives get overcrowded 
with pursuits that limit their availability. 

• “No soldier in active service entangles himself in 
the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please 
the one who enlisted him as a soldier.” (2 Tim. 
2:4). 



• If we only serve God when it is convenient, we are not 
servants. 

– “No one can serve two masters; for either he will 
hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and wealth.” (Matt. 6:24)



• We also must be careful not to think that our abilities 
are too good for such a lowly task.

– I want to suggest that it’s possible to get so caught 
up in what we call our gifts that we might not 
survive servanthood.

• 1 Peter 5:6  “Therefore humble yourselves under 
the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at 
the proper time,”



• How quick can we be sometimes to make excuses not 
to use the abilities God had given to us because of 
some current circumstance we are in?

– Joseph realized that God could use him, no matter 
what his circumstances.

• No matter how unfair life may seem to you, No 
matter how imprisoned you may feel in the life 
you lead, No matter how useless you might feel 
your efforts would be …God CAN, and God WILL 
use you.  - Acts 16:22-35



• In the same way that Joseph used his abilities to glorify 
God, we are able to do the same as we live our lives 
from day to day.

– Eph. 2:10   “For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand so that we would walk in them.”

• We are here to do what God wants us to do.



– 1 Cor. 6:20 “For you have been bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body.”

• We were purchased with the blood of Christ so 
that our lives might glorify God.

– Matt. 5:16  “Let your light shine before men in such 
a way that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father who is in heaven.” 

• As we use the abilities that God has so graciously 
given each one of us, our mindset must that we 
are using them to bring glory to Him.



• Joseph was able to glorify God because he made the 
most of every opportunity to serve Him.

– Eph. 5:15-16  “Therefore be careful how you walk, 
not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of 
your time, because the days are evil.” 

– Col. 4:5  “Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward 
outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.” 

– Gal. 6:10  “So then, while we have opportunity, let 
us do good to all people, and especially to those 
who are of the household of the faith.” 



• Joseph made the most of every opportunity to serve 
God. Because he was God’s man, Joseph always found 
an opportunity to do good to those around him.

– When Joseph was thrown into prison:

• Genesis 39:21-23

– Later, when the King’s cupbearer and baker were 
imprisoned, notice how Joseph dealt with them:

• Genesis 40:6-8

• God has given us all abilities and He expects us to use 
them to glorify Him.
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