
How Shall We Handle the Words of  

God?



Every generation must make faith its 

own. How does God speak to us?

• A genuine faith must be based upon God’s 

words! How has He spoken? (Heb 1:1-2)



Every generation must make faith its 

own. How does God speak to us?

• Hebrews 1:1-2 - God, who at various 

times and in various ways spoke in time 

past to the fathers by the prophets,  2 has 

in these last days spoken to us by His 

Son, whom He has appointed heir of all 

things, through whom also He made the 

worlds;



Every generation must make faith its 

own. How does God speak to us?

• In these last days God speaks through His 

Son.

• There are great implications for us. Hear 

Him! (Mt 17:4-5)



Every generation must make faith its 

own. How does God speak to us?

• Matthew 17:4-5 - Then Peter answered and 

said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be 

here; if You wish, let us make here three 

tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and 

one for Elijah."  5 While he was still speaking, 

behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; 

and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, 

saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I 

am well pleased. Hear Him!"



Every generation must make faith its 

own. How does God speak to us?

• While Jesus spoke many words, He wrote 

nothing. How then does He speak to us?

• God worked a plan through Jesus to give 

us a confirmed, written word.

• Any generation that does not understand 

this process is in great danger.

• Men in rebellion seek other subjective 

ways other than relying on God. 

(Isa 50:10-11; Prov 3:5-7)



Every generation must make faith its 

own. How does God speak to us?

• Isaiah 50:10-11 - " Who among you fears the 

LORD? Who obeys the voice of His Servant? 

Who walks in darkness And has no light? Let 

him trust in the name of the LORD And rely 

upon his God.  11 Look, all you who kindle a 

fire, Who encircle yourselves with sparks: 

Walk in the light of your fire and in the sparks 

you have kindled -- This you shall have from 

My hand: You shall lie down in torment.



Every generation must make faith its 

own. How does God speak to us?

• Proverbs 3:5-7 - Trust in the LORD with 

all your heart, And lean not on your own 

understanding;  6 In all your ways 

acknowledge Him, And He shall direct 

your paths.  7 Do not be wise in your own 

eyes; Fear the LORD and depart from evil.



Our salvation comes through the 

delivered words of the apostles

• Jesus during His ministry chose apostles 

that would execute an essential work to 

the salvation of men. (Jn 17:6-8)



Our salvation comes through the 

delivered words of the apostles

• John 17:6-8 - " I have manifested Your 

name to the men whom You have given Me 

out of the world. They were Yours, You gave 

them to Me, and they have kept Your word.  7 

"Now they have known that all things which 

You have given Me are from You.  8 "For I 

have given to them the words which You 

have given Me; and they have received them, 

and have known surely that I came forth from 

You; and they have believed that You sent 

Me.



Our salvation comes through the 

delivered words of the apostles

• Our very relationship with the Father and 

Son depends on how we handle these 

words. (Jn 14:21-24; 15:7-8)



Our salvation comes through the 

delivered words of the apostles

• John 14:21-24 - "He who has My 

commandments and keeps them, it is he 

who loves Me. And he who loves Me will 

be loved by My Father, and I will love him 

and manifest Myself to him."  22 Judas 

(not Iscariot) said to Him, "Lord, how is it 

that You will manifest Yourself to us, and 

not to the world?"



Our salvation comes through the 

delivered words of the apostles

• 23 Jesus answered and said to him, "If 

anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; 

and My Father will love him, and We will 

come to him and make Our home with 

him.  24 "He who does not love Me does 

not keep My words; and the word which 

you hear is not Mine but the Father's who 

sent Me.



Our salvation comes through the 

delivered words of the apostles

• John 15:7-8 - "If you abide in Me, and My 

words abide in you, you will ask what you 

desire, and it shall be done for you.  8 "By 

this My Father is glorified, that you bear 

much fruit; so you will be My disciples.



Our salvation comes through the 

delivered words of the apostles

• These words would in fact be a “law” with 

“commandments.” In other words they 

would “bind” and “loose” showing a 

defined path that we are to follow. 

(Mt 16:18-19; 18:18)



Our salvation comes through the 

delivered words of the apostles

• Matthew 16:18-19 - "And I also say to 

you that you are Peter, and on this rock I 

will build My church, and the gates of 

Hades shall not prevail against it.  19 "And 

I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."



Our salvation comes through the 

delivered words of the apostles

• Matthew 18:18 - "Assuredly, I say to you, 

whatever you bind on earth will be bound 

in heaven, and whatever you loose on 

earth will be loosed in heaven.



Our salvation comes through the 

delivered words of the apostles

• It is shocking to see brethren today casting 

aside these words as if they are trivial! 

• Consider a shared quote from a brother’s 

Facebook page. 



Our salvation comes through the 

delivered words of the apostles

• "God said it, I believe it, that settles 

it"...Uhhh...no...God said it, someone 

translated it into your language divorcing it 

from its own culture, you read it with a 

preconceived belief lens, then interpreted 

it and became convinced in your heart you 

knew what meant even though it bore no 

resemblance to the original audience or 

culture it was spoken into to begin with...”



Our salvation comes through the 

delivered words of the apostles

• This man proclaimed that the Bible was 

not authoritative! It asserts that you 

cannot understand without the help of 

other men!

• We must come to understand the place 

and work of the apostles so that we can 

have and understand the words of God! 

(Eph 2:20)



Our salvation comes through the 

delivered words of the apostles

• Ephesians 2:20 - having been built on the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 

cornerstone,



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• God delivered words in the O.T. that men 

were expected to understand and obey. 

• The Ten Commandments were words 

written on stone. These were holy words.

• God delivered words to the prophets that 

were to be handled very differently than 

the words of men. These words were holy! 

(Deut 4:4-5, 10; Jer 1:9-10)



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• Deuteronomy 4:4-5 - "But you who held 

fast to the LORD your God are alive today, 

every one of you.  5 "Surely I have taught 

you statutes and judgments, just as the 

LORD my God commanded me, that you 

should act according to them in the land 

which you go to possess.



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• Deuteronomy 4:10 - "especially 

concerning the day you stood before the 

LORD your God in Horeb, when the LORD 

said to me, 'Gather the people to Me, and I 

will let them hear My words, that they may 

learn to fear Me all the days they live on 

the earth, and that they may teach their 

children.'



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• There were things that were inherently 

true about these words because they 

came from God and thus were holy! 

(2 Sam 22:31)



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• 2 Samuel 22:31 - As for God, His way is 

perfect; The word of the LORD is proven; 

He is a shield to all who trust in Him.



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• God’s words are to be handled differently 

than any words of men.

• Nadab and Abihu were priests. Moses and 

Aaron knew that because God is holy men 

must stay within what God has revealed. 

(Lev 10:1-3; Ex 28:36)



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• Leviticus 10:1-3 - Then Nadab and Abihu, 

the sons of Aaron, each took his censer 

and put fire in it, put incense on it, and 

offered profane fire before the LORD, 

which He had not commanded them.  2 So 

fire went out from the LORD and devoured 

them, and they died before the LORD



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• 3 And Moses said to Aaron, "This is what 

the LORD spoke, saying: 'By those who 

come near Me I must be regarded as holy; 

And before all the people I must be 

glorified.' " So Aaron held his peace.



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• Exodus 28:35-36 - "And it shall be upon 

Aaron when he ministers, and its sound 

will be heard when he goes into the holy 

place before the LORD and when he 

comes out, that he may not die.  36 " You 

shall also make a plate of pure gold and 

engrave on it, like the engraving of a 

signet: HOLINESS TO THE LORD.



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• Jesus showed us how to handle the holy 

words given Him by the Father!

• Jesus would only do those things that He 

saw the Father do. Without instruction He 

would do nothing! (Jn 5:19-20, 30)



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• John 5:19-20 - Then Jesus answered and 

said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, 

the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what 

He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, 

the Son also does in like manner.  20 "For 

the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all 

things that He Himself does; and He will 

show Him greater works than these, that you 

may marvel.



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• John 5:30 - "I can of Myself do nothing. 

As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is 

righteous, because I do not seek My own 

will but the will of the Father who sent Me.



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• He wanted others to test doctrine! 

(Jn 7:16-17)



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• John 7:16-17 - Jesus answered them and 

said, "My doctrine is not Mine, but His who 

sent Me.  17 "If anyone wants to do His 

will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, 

whether it is from God or whether I speak 

on My own authority.



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• What part of these words given to Jesus 

from the Father was influenced by human 

culture?



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• The respect for the words of God would 

lead Jesus only to act when the 

Father gives Him instruction. 

(Jn 8:28-32; 12:32-33)



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• John 8:28-32 - Then Jesus said to them, 

"When you lift up the Son of Man, then you 

will know that I am He, and that I do 

nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught 

Me, I speak these things.  29 "And He who 

sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left 

Me alone, for I always do those things that 

please Him."  30 As He spoke these 

words, many believed in Him.  



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who 

believed Him, "If you abide in My word, 

you are My disciples indeed.  32 "And you 

shall know the truth, and the truth shall 

make you free."



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• John 12:32-33 - "And I, if I am lifted up

from the earth, will draw all peoples to 

Myself."  33 This He said, signifying by 

what death He would die.



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• This same attitude was to be expected of 

all of us whom this precious word 

would be delivered! These words would 

become the N. T. 

(Jn 12:48-50; Jn 17:17-20)



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• John 12:48-50 - "He who rejects Me, and 

does not receive My words, has that which 

judges him -- the word that I have spoken will 

judge him in the last day.  49 "For I have not 

spoken on My own authority; but the 

Father who sent Me gave Me a command, 

what I should say and what I should speak.  

50 "And I know that His command is 

everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, 

just as the Father has told Me, so I speak."



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• John 17:17-20 - "Sanctify them by Your 

truth. Your word is truth.  18 "As You sent 

Me into the world, I also have sent them 

into the world.  19 "And for their sakes I 

sanctify Myself, that they also may be 

sanctified by the truth.  20 " I do not pray 

for these alone, but also for those who will 

believe in Me through their word; 



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• This carefully delivered message would 

not be added to by Jesus, the Holy 

Spirit or the Apostles. They delivered 

these words! (Jn 16:12-13; Eph 3:5)



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• John 16:12-13 -"I still have many things 

to say to you, but you cannot bear them 

now.  13 "However, when He, the Spirit of 

truth, has come, He will guide you into all 

truth; for He will not speak on His own 

authority, but whatever He hears He will 

speak; and He will tell you things to come.



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• Ephesians 3:5 - which in other ages was 

not made known to the sons of men, as it 

has now been revealed by the Spirit to His 

holy apostles and prophets:



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• Staying within these holy words alone is 

how we glorify God. (1 Pt 4:11)



God has revealed His nature by 

delivering words that teach us to change

• 1 Peter 4:11 - If anyone speaks, let him 

speak as the oracles of God. If anyone 

ministers, let him do it as with the ability 

which God supplies, that in all things God 

may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to 

whom belong the glory and the dominion 

forever and ever. Amen.



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• Some say that we cannot use the Bible 

this way because of “cultural context.”



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• (American Christianity: Defend yourself, 

defend "biblical marriage", defend your 

faith, defend your borders.

Jesus Christianity: Identify with those 

who suffer and LOVE them. Relinquish 

political control and care for the least of 

these.) (Four words I've grown to fear: 

"The Bible is clear . . . .")



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• When the words of God are redefined by 

men then men can justify anything.   

• When an epistle was given to one church 

it was to be given to other churches 

(cultures, generations) with understanding. 

(Col 4:16; 1 Thess 5:27; 2 Pt 3:1-2)



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• Colossians 4:16 - Now when this epistle 

is read among you, see that it is read also 

in the church of the Laodiceans, and that 

you likewise read the epistle from 

Laodicea.



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• 1 Thessalonians 5:27 - I charge you by 

the Lord that this epistle be read to all the 

holy brethren.



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• 2 Peter 3:1-2 - Beloved, I now write to you 

this second epistle (in both of which I stir 

up your pure minds by way of reminder),  

2 that you may be mindful of the words 

which were spoken before by the holy 

prophets, and of the commandment of us, 

the apostles of the Lord and Savior,



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• The work of the Holy Spirit and Apostles 

gives us a highway of holiness that was 

prophesied. The common man can read 

and understand it! 

(Isa 35:8-10; Eph 3:3-4)



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• Isaiah 35:8-10 - A highway shall be there, 

and a road, And it shall be called the 

Highway of Holiness. The unclean shall 

not pass over it, But it shall be for others. 

Whoever walks the road, although a fool, 

Shall not go astray.  9 No lion shall be 

there, Nor shall any ravenous beast go up 

on it; It shall not be found there. But the 

redeemed shall walk there



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• 10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall 

return, And come to Zion with singing, 

With everlasting joy on their heads. They 

shall obtain joy and gladness, And sorrow 

and sighing shall flee away.



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• Ephesians 3:3-4 - how that by revelation 

He made known to me the mystery (as I 

have briefly written already,  4 by which, 

when you read, you may understand my 

knowledge in the mystery of Christ),



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• The early church was founded upon and 

sustained by the apostle’s doctrine. 

(Acts 2:42; Eph 2:20)



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• Acts 2:42 - And they continued 

steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and 

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in 

prayers.



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• Ephesians 2:20 - having been built on the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 

cornerstone,



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• Do not let men take your Bible from you! 

(Acts 11:14)



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• Acts 11:13-14 - "And he told us how he 

had seen an angel standing in his house, 

who said to him, 'Send men to Joppa, and 

call for Simon whose surname is Peter,  

14 'who will tell you words by which you 

and all your household will be saved.'



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• Do not let anyone take you captive and 

close your Bible. (Col 2:8)



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• Colossians 2:8 - Beware lest anyone 

cheat you through philosophy and empty 

deceit, according to the tradition of men, 

according to the basic principles of the 

world, and not according to Christ.



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• "I consulted the philosophers ... I found 

them all alike proud, assertive, dogmatic; 

professing - even in their so-called 

skepticism - to know everything; proving 

nothing, scoffing at one another. This last 

trait ... struck me as the only point in which 

they were right. Braggarts in attack, they 

are weaklings in defense. 



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• Weigh their arguments, they are all 

destructive; count their voices, each speaks 

for himself alone ... There is not one of them 

who, if he chanced to discover the difference 

between falsehood and truth, would not 

prefer his own lie to the truth which another 

had discovered. Where is the philosopher 

who would not deceive the whole world for 

his own glory?" - 18th century philosopher 

Jean-Jacques Rousseau



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• Have we created a “man-made 

hermeneutic” in “CENI?” God’s word 

communicates!

• Because God used words to reveal His will 

then we must understand that these 

words will:



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• 1. Tell us something (Command, direct 

statement)

• 2. Show us something (example) 

• 3. Imply something (we draw 

conclusions).

• When you reject any of these principles 

you have rejected the use of words. 



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• The Lord’s Supper was delivered to the 

Corinthians from which there would be 

a right way and a wrong way to keep it! 

(1 Cor 11:23, 20)



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• 1 Corinthians 11:23 - For I received from 

the Lord that which I also delivered to you: 

that the Lord Jesus on the same night in 

which He was betrayed took bread;



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• 1 Corinthians 11:20 - Therefore when 

you come together in one place, it is not to 

eat the Lord's Supper.



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• Consider who God honors in heaven! The 

work of the apostles is much more than a 

narrative! (Rev 18:20; 21:14)



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• Revelation 18:20 - "Rejoice over her, O 

heaven, and you holy apostles and 

prophets, for God has avenged you on 

her!"



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• Revelation 21:14 - Now the wall of the 

city had twelve foundations, and on them 

were the names of the twelve apostles of 

the Lamb.



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• The holiness of God demands that we 

seek only that which is apostolic!



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• Acts 15:24 - Since we have heard that 

some who went out from us have troubled 

you with words, unsettling your souls, 

saying, "You must be circumcised and 

keep the law" -- to whom we gave no such 

commandment --



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• Acts 15:24 - Since we have heard that 

some who went out from us have troubled 

you with words, unsettling your souls, 

saying, "You must be circumcised and 

keep the law" -- to whom we gave no such 

commandment --



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• When the apostles uses the words 

“tradition, delivered and received” they are 

speaking of God’s will being delivered. 

(1 Cor 11:2, 23; 15:3)



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• 1 Corinthians 11:2 - Now I praise you, 

brethren, that you remember me in all 

things and keep the traditions just as I 

delivered them to you.



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• 1 Corinthians 11:23 - For I received from 

the Lord that which I also delivered to you: 

that the Lord Jesus on the same night in 

which He was betrayed took bread;



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• 1 Corinthians 15:3 - For I delivered to 

you first of all that which I also received: 

that Christ died for our sins according to 

the Scriptures,



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• To fail to obey the “tradition” delivered 

from the apostles is to forsake Jesus 

Christ Himself. (2 Thess 3:6, 14)



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• 2 Thessalonians 3:6 - But we command 

you, brethren, in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every 

brother who walks disorderly and not 

according to the tradition which he 

received from us.



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• 2 Thessalonians 3:14 - And if anyone 

does not obey our word in this epistle, 

note that person and do not keep 

company with him, that he may be 

ashamed. 



Should we restore the church to the 1st 

century way of holiness? 

• What a blessing to have God’s holy words 

delivered to us that we may know and 

obey our Lord! Do not let men takes these 

words from you!


