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Why do bad things happen to good people?

 Mark 10:18

And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? 

No one is good except God alone.”
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Why do bad things happen to good people?

 Romans 3:23

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

 1 John 1:8

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us.

 2 Samuel 12:11-14

Thus says the Lord, ‘Behold, I will raise up evil against you out of 
your own house. And I will take your wives before your eyes and 
give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the 
sight of this sun. For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before 
all Israel and before the sun.’” David said to Nathan, “I have 
sinned against the Lord.” And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also 
has put away your sin; you shall not die. Nevertheless, because by 
this deed you have utterly scorned the Lord, the child who is born 
to you shall die.”

Consequence of our own sin
^



Why do bad things happen to good people?

 Sin often requires a victim  -- 1 Samuel 2:30-34, 36

30 Therefore the LORD, the God of Israel, declares: ‘I promised that your house 
and the house of your father should go in and out before me forever,’ but now 
the LORD declares: ‘Far be it from me, for those who honor me I will honor, and 
those who despise me shall be lightly esteemed. 31 Behold, the days are 
coming when I will cut off your strength and the strength of your father's house, 
so that there will not be an old man in your house. 32 Then in distress you will 
look with envious eye on all the prosperity that shall be bestowed on Israel, and 
there shall not be an old man in your house forever. 33 The only one of you 
whom I shall not cut off from my altar shall be spared to weep his eyes out to 
grieve his heart, and all the descendants of your house shall die by the sword 
of men. 34 And this that shall come upon your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, 
shall be the sign to you: both of them shall die on the same day. … 36 And 
everyone who is left in your house shall come to implore him for a piece of 
silver or a loaf of bread and shall say, “Please put me in one of the priests' 
places, that I may eat a morsel of bread.”’”

Consequence of our own sin

Consequence of others sin
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 Hebrews 12:4-11

4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding 
your blood. 5 And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement 
that addresses you as a father addresses his son? It says,

“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,
and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,

6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.”

7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what 
children are not disciplined by their father? 8 If you are not disciplined—and 
everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, not true sons and 
daughters at all. 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us 
and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father 
of spirits and live! 10 They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but 
God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. 11 No 
discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it 
produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been 
trained by it.
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Why do bad things happen to good people?

 Worldly view

All trouble is setback and sorrow

 Godly view

 There is good somewhere

 2 Corinthians 1:8-9

For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the 
affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly 
burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life 
itself.   Indeed, we felt that we had received the 
sentence of death. But that was to make us rely not on 
ourselves but on God who raises the dead. 

Consequence of our own sin

Consequence of others sin
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Why do bad things happen to good people?

 Zechariah 13:9

And I will put this third into the fire,
and refine them as one refines silver,
and test them as gold is tested.

They will call upon my name,
and I will answer them.

I will say, ‘They are my people’;
and they will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’”

 Malachi 3:2-4

2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 
when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. 
3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring 
offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 4 Then the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old 
and as in former years.

Consequence of our own sin

Consequence of others sin

Discipline

Gold

hard

===
^



Why do bad things happen to good people?

 To purify gold, nearly melt it

 Pure Gold melts at 1,948ºF

 Impurities make gold melt earlier when heated

As low as 312ºF

 Dross flows with the heat in very hot gold

 2 Corinthians 1:8-9

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the 
hardships we suffered in the province of Asia. We were under 
great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we 
despaired even of life.  Indeed, in our hearts we felt the 
sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely 
on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead.

Consequence of our own sin
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Why do bad things happen to good people?

 Properties of pure Gold

Not easily corroded

Flexible (won't snap when forced to bend) 

Malleable (easy to shape) – gold leaf

Strong

Withstand very high temperatures

Valuable
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Why do bad things happen to good people?

 How about you?

Some are already gold

God is refining most 

Endure it 

Praise God for the complement

Some are not yet Gold

Currently worthless

God can change you to Gold
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