
A parable of forgiveness

Matthew 18:21-35

"For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.  When he 
had begun to settle them, one who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him.  But since he did not have the 
means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along 

with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment 
to be made.  So the slave fell to the ground and prostrated 

himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will 
repay you everything.'  And the lord of that slave felt 

compassion and released him and forgave him the debt.



A parable of forgiveness

How often shall I forgive?

Matthew 18:21-22

Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my 
brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?"  
Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but 

up to seventy times seven.  



A parable of forgiveness

How often shall I forgive?

Luke 17:1-4

He said to His disciples, "It is inevitable that stumbling blocks 
come, but woe to him through whom they come!  It would be 
better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he 

were thrown into the sea, than that he would cause one of 
these little ones to stumble.  Be on your guard! If your brother 
sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him.  And if he sins 
against you seven times a day, and returns to you seven times, 

saying, 'I repent,' forgive him."  



A parable of forgiveness

How often shall I forgive?

Matthew 18:15-17

"If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he 
listens to you, you have won your brother. But if he does not 
listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that BY THE 
MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE 

CONFIRMED. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him 

be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 



A parable of forgiveness

The king forgives his slaves

Matthew 18:23-27

"For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he 
had begun to settle them, one who owed him ten thousand 

talents was brought to him. But since he did not have the 
means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along 

with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment 
to be made. So the slave fell to the ground and prostrated 

himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will 
repay you everything.'  And the lord of that slave felt 

compassion and released him and forgave him the debt.



A parable of forgiveness

The king forgives his slaves

Luke 18:28-30

Peter said, "Behold, we have left our own homes and followed 
You."  And He said to them, "Truly I say to you, there is no one 
who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, 
for the sake of the kingdom of God, who will not receive many 

times as much at this time and in the age to come, eternal 
life."  



A parable of forgiveness

The king forgives his slaves

Luke 17:7-10

"Which of you, having a slave plowing or tending sheep, will 
say to him when he has come in from the field, 'Come 

immediately and sit down to eat'?  But will he not say to him, 
'Prepare something for me to eat, and properly  clothe 

yourself and serve me while I eat and drink; and afterward 
you may eat and drink'?  He does not thank the slave because 
he did the things which were commanded, does he?  So you 
too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, 
say, 'We are unworthy slaves; we have done only that which 

we ought to have done.'"  



A parable of forgiveness

A slave does not forgive his fellow slave

Matthew 18:28-30

"But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves 
who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and 

began to choke him, saying, 'Pay back what you owe.'  So his 
fellow slave fell to the ground and began to plead with him, 
saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you.'  But he 

was unwilling and went and threw him in prison until he 
should pay back what was owed. 



A parable of forgiveness

A slave does not forgive his fellow slave

Matthew 6:14-15

"For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive 
others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.  



A parable of forgiveness

A slave does not forgive his fellow slave

Colossians 3:12-13

So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, 
put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each 
other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the 

Lord forgave you, so also should you.



A parable of forgiveness

For a lack of mercy he will repay all

Matthew 18:31-35

"So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were 
deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that 
had happened. Then summoning him, his lord said to him, 
'You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. 'Should you not also have had mercy on 

your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?'  
And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the 

torturers until he should repay all that was owed him.  My 
heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you 

does not forgive his brother from your heart."



A parable of forgiveness

For a lack of mercy he will repay all

Matthew 5:7

"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.  



A parable of forgiveness

For a lack of mercy he will repay all

James 2:11-13

For He who said, "DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY," also said, "DO 
NOT COMMIT MURDER." Now if you do not commit adultery, 

but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the 
law.  So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the 
law of liberty.  For judgment will be merciless to one who has 

shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. 



What must I do to be saved?
Hear the gospel 

Romans 10:17

Believe in the Lord

John 8:24 

Repent of your sins

Acts 3:19

Confess your belief

Acts 8:37

Be baptized for remission of sin

Mark 16:16




